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The Aviation Program at SMGS provides 
students with the necessary information and 
experiences to make an informed 
decision about pursuing a career in aviation. 
The school offers a number of courses in the 
operation of fixed-wing aircraft and 
quadcopter drones. Each of the courses 
involves both a theory component and a flying 
component and, if successfully completed, 
provides students with commercial 
qualifications. With such qualifications, 
students will be well equipped to enter the 
aviation industry at the conclusion of their 
secondary schooling. 

Phil Ryrie
SMGS Head of the School of Aviation

Start your career in Aviation 
at SMGS

The Aviation Program offered at SMGS is one of the few aviation educational 
opportunities offered at the secondary school level in Australia. The courses offer those 
interested in flying as a career, or for recreation, or those interested in other careers in 
the aviation industry, the opportunity to begin their aviation studies while still at school. 
The following courses, providing commercial qualifications, are offered at the school:

Course 1: RA-Aus Pilot Certificate 
This course offers both a theory component and flight training. An RA-Aus Pilot 
Certificate qualifies a pilot to fly within a radius of 25 nautical miles from their training 
aerodrome and to fly up to 10,000 feet above mean sea level, during daylight hours and 
in good visibility. This qualification does not permit entry into ‘controlled’ airspace nor 
to carry a passenger. Furthermore, the pilot is only allowed to fly a ‘light sports’ aircraft.

Course 2: RA-Aus Cross-Country Endorsement / Passenger Carrying Endorsement
The prerequisite for these courses/endorsements is an RA-Aus Pilot Certificate. 
Students study legislation pertaining to carrying a passenger, navigation, meteorology 
and flight planning. The Cross-Country endorsement authorises a pilot to fly almost 
anywhere in Australia, outside ‘controlled’ airspace.

Course 3: Remote Pilot Licence (RePL) Course (Quadcopter Drone)
This course prepares students to undertake the commercial Remote Pilot Licence (RePL) 
theory examination and a flying assessment provided by an external supplier. 

Welcome to the 
SMGS School of Aviation
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Please Note...

With all courses, flying training is provided by experienced and qualified 
flying instructors who also provide a quality assurance service and the 
contents of the various theory components to be taught at the school.

The courses are built around a student’s normal academic program. 
Not only do the courses complement a student’s academic pursuits, but 
they also provide them with the opportunity to gain commercial aviation 
qualifications and thus a significant head-start towards a commercial 
flying career or a career in the aviation industry, should they so desire. 

Regardless of whether a student wants to become a commercial pilot, 
a recreational (private) pilot or to pursue an interest in other careers 
in aviation, the course offers the resources and opportunities to meet 
their aspirations. It provides an exciting and rewarding educational 
process which gives students a significant advantage when applying for 
post school opportunities within the aviation industry.

In 2017, the school introduced an RePL (Remote Pilot Licence) 
Preparation Course for quadcopter drones (now classified as 
RAP – remotely piloted aircraft). Both the flying and theory components 
are covered, preparing students for a final theory examination and 
flying assessment. 

A history of success

Jack Celestino (SMGS Alumnus 2013)

In 2017 Jack Celestino qualified for 
the Air Arabia Cadet Scheme and is 
being trained to fly an A320 
passenger jet.

“My favourite memory has to 
be remembering how lucky I 
was being enrolled in a school 
such as SMGS, being able to do 
a day’s worth of school with a 
view of the Snowy Mountains 
and to then pack up and drive 
5 minutes to the airfield behind 
the school and go for a fly. 
Honestly, one of the best 
times of my life!”

The Aviation Program was introduced into 
Snowy Mountains Grammar School in 2007, with 
flying training taking place through Brindabella 
Flight Training in Canberra. Unfortunately, the 
flying school ceased operations and SMGS was 
left without a flight training provider for nearly 
a year. 

Flying training resumed in 2011 at the Polo Flat 
Airfield in Cooma. However, the travelling 
distances to the airfield from SMGS put 
significant limitations on both the availability of 
flight training times and the number of students 
who could take advantage of these 
opportunities. 

Flying training is presently being conducted at 
the Jindabyne Randall Community 
Aerodrome, five minutes’ drive from the school.

A number of our students have now gone on to 
become commercial pilots, are presently 
training in airline cadetships, undertaking 
university aviation-related courses or have 
joined the RAAF.



SMGS School of Aviation Handbook 2018 SMGS School of Aviation Handbook 2018Page 8 Page 9

Course Objectives

The primary objective of the courses on offer is to train and to qualify aircraft pilots and 
quadcopter drone pilots.
However, a student who successfully progresses through one or more of the courses also derives a 
number of indirect advantages, which include:
• self-discipline;
• superior organisation skills;
• leadership skills;
• command decision-making skills;
• the ability to follow, without question, instructions, standard operating; procedures, advice and 
      performance feedback;
• a compliant and conforming attitude;
• a high standard of personal grooming; and
• a willingness to learn.

In addition, students gain the following advantages from undertaking the program:
• increased engagement in subjects such as Science, Geography, Mathematics, English and Design 

and Technology, as the relevance of these subjects becomes apparent when studying commercial 
aviation courses;

• a realisation of the need for an understanding of content and not just rote-learnt material; 
• an understanding that 50% in assessment instruments is no longer an acceptable standard and that 

at least 80% is required in a commercial environment; 
• the chance to gain a competitive advantage with post-school aviation industry occupations, having 

gained commercial qualifications; and
• exposure to a number of other career paths in the aviation industry. 

Course 1: The RA-AUS Pilot 
Certificate Course
Eligibility: Yrs. 8-12

The school offers the opportunity for students to undertake the RA-Aus Pilot Certificate with endorsements, a 
cost-effective and ideal entry point into the world of aviation. This qualification is the central platform of the 
school’s flying program. 

The opportunity to convert from an RA-Aus Pilot Certificate to a Recreational Pilot Licence (RPL) and a Private Pilot 
Licence (PPL) is also available upon request. 

This course is offered under the rules and regulations as set out by RA-Aus (Recreational Aviation Australia). RA-
Aus activities are regulated by CASA (Civil Aviation Safety Authority). With the Cross-Country Endorsement and 
Passenger Carrying Endorsement, this licence qualifies a pilot to fly an aircraft with an All Up Weight (AUW)  not 
exceeding 600kg and with only two seats. However, a pilot is not allowed to enter controlled airspace as would be 
found surrounding major airports such as those located in Canberra, Melbourne and Sydney. Licence-holders are 
also not allowed to fly at night, into cloud or in poor visibility conditions. 

Note: No ‘ultra-light’, ‘gyrocopters’ or ‘homebuilt’ aircraft are used for training in the SMGS Aviation Program. 

1First Solo Phase
Theory subjects include:
• Principles of flight (basic)
• Orientation/Basic navigation
• Pre-Certificate air legislation
• Light radio endorsement
• Human performance & limitations
• Engines, systems & instruments

Flying Training:
• Introduction (includes parental authori-

sation, waivers, health declarations, 
insurance coverage, fees and general 
administration)

• Aircraft Familiarisation (pre-flight and 
other check lists), Jabiru J120C Pilot’s 
Handbook

• Five basic air exercises plus emergen-
cies (effects of controls, straight and 
level flight, climbing and descending, 
turning, slow speed handling and stalls, 
emergency drills & procedures)

• Circuit Training (take-off, circuit patterns 
and procedures, radio, approach and 
landings)

• Students to sit and pass Radio and 
Pre-solo Air Legislation examinations

• First solo flight (one circuit and landing) - 
parental or designated person approval 
- Minimum age 15 years

• On-going dual and solo circuit practice, 
emergency drills and procedures.

First Area Solo Phase
Theory subjects include:
• Principles of flight (basic)
• Orientation/Basic navigation
• Pre-Certificate air legislation
• Light radio endorsement
• Human performance & limitations
• Engines, systems & instruments

Flying Training:
• Introduction (includes parental authori-

sation, waivers, health declarations, 
insurance coverage, fees and general 
administration)

• Aircraft Familiarisation (pre-flight and 
other check lists), Jabiru J120C Pilot’s 
Handbook

• Five basic air exercises plus emergen-
cies (effects of controls, straight and 
level flight, climbing and descending, 
turning, slow speed handling and stalls, 
emergency drills & procedures)

• Circuit Training (take-off, circuit patterns 
and procedures, radio, approach and 
landings)

• Students to sit and pass Radio and 
Pre-solo Air Legislation examinations

• First solo flight (one circuit and landing) - 
parental or designated person approval 
- Minimum age 15 years

• On-going dual and solo circuit practice, 
emergency drills and procedures.

32 Pre-Certificate Phase
Theory subjects include:
• Air legislation (continued)
• Human performance & limitations 

(continued)
• Revision of all theory in preparation for:
• RA-Aus Pre-Certificate Air Legislation 

Examination
• RA-Aus Basic Aeronautical Knowledge 

Examination
• RA-Aus Human Performance & Limita-

tions Examination

Flying Training: 
• Consolidation of all air exercises, dual 

and solo flights, until assessed compe-
tent to undertake the Pilot Certificate 
Flight Test. Students to sit and pass 
Basic Aircraft Knowledge, Air Legislation 
and Human Factors Examinations.



SMGS School of Aviation Handbook 2018 SMGS School of Aviation Handbook 2018Page 10 Page 11

Course 2: The RA-AUS 
Cross-Country & Passenger 
Carrying Endorsements 
Eligibility: Yrs. 8-12

Theory subjects include:
• Meteorology
• Navigation 
• Flight planning
• Passenger-carrying legislation

Flying Training:
Dual and solo Cross-Country Navigation exercises - application of theory learned. Course 
requires a minimum of 10 hours dual plus 2 hours solo. Students to be assessed 
competent with a Cross-Country Navigation Air exercises and a 
Navigation/Meteorology theory examination. An oral and flight test will be conducted if 
the student requires a Passenger-Carrying Endorsement.

Course 3: The Remote Pilot 
Licence (RePL) Course 
(Quadcopter Drone)
Eligibility: Yrs. 10-12

This course is typically a three-term course designed for students who wish to qualify 
for a CASA Remote Pilot Licence (RePL). Students complete the theory component and 
are introduced to basic flying manoeuvres, check procedures and environment 
evaluation. Towards the end of the course, a final assessment is conducted by an 
external qualified provider. The course at SMGS prepares students for the theory 
examination and the flying competency examination.

The school is fortunate to have Australia’s leading drone training school 
‘FPV Australia’ to oversee the program, provide quality control, and to carry out all 
assessment activities.

1 2 3Phase 1

Theory components: 
• Terminology 
• Navigation
• Meteorology
• Systems and 
      Components

Phase 2

Theory components: 
• Air Legislation
• Aerodynamics and 
Motion 
• Human Factors
• Aeronautical Radio 
      Operators Certificate

Phase 2

Theory components: 
• Revision and examination 

practice
• Assessment



SMGS School of Aviation Handbook 2018 SMGS School of Aviation Handbook 2018Page 12 Page 13

Course Costs - Courses 1&2

Manual and work folder: $120 (no tuition fee is charged)  
Total $120 

Note:
• This fee is charged after a student has completed one term in the program. This feature 

is designed to ensure a student has a genuine interest in aviation before any costs are 
incurred.

• Flight Bag (optional) $70 – students wishing to undertake the full course are well advised 
to purchase a flight bag which is particularly useful for carrying logbook, maps, 

     navigation instruments, pens/pencils etc.

Theory Component Costs

Course 1: RA-Aus Pilot Certificate Course

Course 2: RA-Aus Cross-Country & Passenger Carrying Endorsements

Manual and work folder: $100 (no tuition fee is charged)
Maps: $50     
Total $150

Flying Training Costs

Course Costs - Courses 1&2

Learning to fly can be a relatively expensive activity. However, RA-Aus and AAA offer flight training at 
greatly reduced prices compared to General Aviation. This can be achieved through the lower operating 
costs of light sports aircraft. These aircraft are factory-built to strict specifications with very high safety 
standards.

There are also ways and means that costs can be either reduced or distributed over a period of time. 
The Jindabyne Aero Club offers an annual scholarship to a local student and RA-Aus offers GYFTS (Giving 
Youth Flight Training Support) scholarships each year. These scholarships are very competitive but they 
do offer substantial financial assistance to successful applicants.

The following costs are a guide only as individual students progress through their training at variable 
rates. Students must complete a minimum of 20 hours’ flying to gain an RA-Aus Pilot Certificate. 
However, experience indicates that the average is closer to 30 hours with an additional minimum of 12 
hours of Cross-Country training. 

AAA’s SMGS Aviation Program Flight Training fees are as follows:

RA-Aus Membership:  Free, for the first 30 days or 3 hrs of flying. 
Junior membership, apply and pay on line (www.raa.asn.au): $170.00 p.a. plus admin/joining fee
Flight Instruction: $200 per hr (includes all pre-flight/post-flight briefings and vehicle pick-up/drop off 
at SMGS, when required).

Approximate costs based on certificate requirements:

Approximate time to first solo, 10 hours: $2000.00
Approximate time to Pilot Certificate, plus 20 hours: $4000.00
Approximate time to Pax & Cross-Country Endorsements, 12 hours: $2400.00 
Total cost over period (four years, Year 8 to 12): $8400.00

If this cost is spread over four years, the cost is $2100 p.a. 

AAA requires payment after each flight. In order to facilitate these payments, many students pay lump sums 
in advance. There is no fixed amount required. However, parents currently pay between $500 and $2100, 
depending on their personal circumstances. Naturally, the greater the instalments, the less often they are 
required to be paid. If a student is successful with a scholarship application, that award is immediately put 
towards his/her training until fully accounted. AAA will provide progress reports to parents.
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Course Costs - Course 3 (RePL)

Phase 1 

• RePL (FPV) Theory Manual & work folder + tuition
• Flight instruction - on-line simulator & controller 
• Flight instruction – quadcopter drone

Cost $350

Phase 2 

• RePL theory component tuition continued
• Flight instruction - on-line simulator & controller
• Flight instruction using a Mavic Pro quadcopter drone

Cost $350

Phase 3 

• RePL theory component – revision tuition and practice examinations
• Flight training using DJI Phantom Series quadcopter drones
• External (FPV) theory examination and flight test
• CASA Certification costs
• Membership to Jindabyne Aero Modellers Club (this provides $20m insurance 
     coverage when operating a drone on club premises)

Cost $350

Please note:
Typically, parents are billed at the beginning of each term.

Safety in Aviation 

Flying is inherently a safe activity. Each day in Australia there are thousands of both commercial 
and private flights taking place. This is not to say that flying does not have an element of risk. 
Given this, it is sad to note that the few accidents that occur each year, in many cases, could 
have been avoided. Far too often, accidents are a result of misjudgement by pilots, particularly 
private pilots. Examples of such misjudgement include: 
• lack of adequate and/or diligent pre-flight inspections and checks  
• mismanagement of fuel requirements  
• lack of general planning  
• flying into weather conditions for which pilots are not trained and/or in aircraft not suited for 

such conditions
• flying too low  
• performing certain manoeuvres at unacceptably low altitudes  
• flying in a poor mental and/or physical condition  
• failure to regularly practise essential flying manoeuvres and skills  
• failure to stay current (that is, to be tested by a flying instructor, which is a legal 
requirement, at the appropriate intervals)  
• lack of understanding of personal flying ability 
• complacency.

Two key factors that underpin 
flying safely are:  

APTITUDE: The development and attainment of sound 
flying skills and habits.  
   +
ATTITUDE: A compliant and highly self-disciplined 
attitude as well as a willingness on behalf of the 
individual to accept total responsibility for his/her 
actions, education and approach to flying. These two 
factors represent the cornerstone of the SMGS School of 
Aviation program and students will be continually 
evaluated on them. A student’s progress and possibly 
their continuation in the program, will depend heavily on 
how well they develop in each of these areas.  Both the 
flying instructors and SMGS staff will highlight the 
importance of these factors to students regularly 
throughout the course. 

SAFETY = APTITUDE + A SELF-DISCIPLINED & 
COMPLIANT ATTITUDE 

Students exhibiting any one or more of the 
following will be required to present a case as to 
why they should not be suspended from the 
program until such time as improvement is made:  

• rudeness or insolence to teachers or 
       ancillary staff  
• failure to wear their school uniform 
       correctly  
• failure to wear the right uniform  
• failure to hand in work due 
• a record of lateness to class 
• a record of not bringing the right materials to 

class  
• poor academic grades, particularly effort grades  
• swearing (it is a civil offence to swear while 
• undertaking radio communications)
• unacceptable attendance at aviation theory 
       lessons – an 80% attendance record is required
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Exciting Careers in Aviation
Not all students interested in aviation want to become a pilot. The theory 
component, in particular, provides significant insights into the engineering side of 
the industry. Students interested in aircraft engineering have the opportunity to 
move into a number of different fields, including: 
• airframes  
• engines   
• instruments   
• electrical and avionics.   
Other aviation careers include:  
• Australian Defence Force (numerous aviation-related careers)
• flight instructors 
• air traffic control  
• flight dispatch  
• airline management.  

Mentoring
A mentoring system is a feature of the 
program. The Head of School (Aviation) 
monitors each student’s progress, both in 
the aviation component and their 
normal academic program, bearing in 
mind the importance placed on the safety 
aspect.  Where necessary, students will be 
counselled when issues arise that need 
addressing. Parents will be kept informed 
of any such developments.  The school wishes to acknowledge the support from the club members of 

the Jindabyne Aero Club in assisting our students to pursue their aviation 
goals.



6339 Kosciuszko Road PO Box 258 Jindabyne NSW 2627 Australia
tel 02 6457 1022 ABN 26 077 364 688
email info@smgs.nsw.edu.au  
website www.smgs.nsw.edu.au

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Angela Dutch: Registrar 
Telephone: (02) 6457 1022 or email: angela.dutch@smgs.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Phil Ryrie: Head of the School of Aviation 
Telephone: 0407 396 530 or email: phil.ryrie@smgs.nsw.edu.au 


